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After 18 months of political stalemate, the Haitian Senate confirmed Education Minister Jacques
Edouard Alexis as prime minister. Before taking the post, however, Alexis will have to clear other
political hurdles and negotiate concessions to opposition parties. Alexis was nominated to the post
in July by President Rene Preval, but the Senate did not act on the nomination because of wrangling
between the opposition L'Organisation de Peuple en Lutte (OPL) and the governing Famille Lavalas.
The two parties have been at loggerheads over appointing a new Provisional Electoral Council
and power-sharing arrangements (see NotiCen, 09/24/98, 10/29/98). The sudden and unexpected
confirmation on Dec. 14 was helped by Alexis' announcement that he would replace the current
Permanent Electoral Council with a provisional one. The council came under attack from the OPL
because of alleged irregularities in the 1997 legislative elections. The confirmation was held up while
the government audit office (Cour Superieure des Comptes) reported to the National Assembly on
its audit of Alexis' tenure in the Education Ministry.
In October, the auditing office sent the Assembly a confidential report indicating that the Education
Ministry under Alexis was plagued with mismanagement and misappropriation of funds. Senate
president Edgard Leblanc said the Assembly committee considering the nomination did not believe
the audit report was complete and turned it over to a private accounting firm for review.
The credibility of the audit and the audit office became clouded when independent Sen. Jean-Robert
Sabalat accused audit office president Gilbert Myrtil of presenting false credentials when he took
the post in September 1998. Sabalat also said that in 1990 Myrtil was involved in misappropriation
of funds belonging to the Provisional Electoral Council. Myrtil refused to testify before the Senate to
clear up the charges.
The Senate decided to confirm Alexis without the audit and instead to audit the entire
administration of former prime minister Rosney Smarth. Senators said they bypassed the audit
report and confirmed Alexis to get the country out of the crisis resulting from the government's
paralysis.
The Chamber of Deputies followed the Senate's lead, confirming Alexis by a comfortable margin.
Both houses must approve the incoming prime minister's general program before the confirmation
procedure is complete.
Since the Senate's first confirmation vote, Alexis has had to court the opposition, especially the AntiNeoliberal Bloc, which opposes any new agreements with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). In
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talks with Alexis, the OPL is demanding six of the 16 cabinet posts including the interior, trade, and
agriculture ministries, and wants assurances on agricultural and other policies.
Final confirmation in the Senate is not considered certain. Alexis turned down an invitation from
the Chamber of Deputies to give his general policy statement in late December, saying he had not
finished selecting his Cabinet. He is not expected to outline his program and announce his Cabinet
until the new session of the Assembly begins in January. (Associated Press, 11/06/98; Reuters,
11/18/98; Spanish news service EFE, 12/15/98, 12/16/98; Notimex, 12/03/98, 12/09/98, 12/22/98; Center
for International Policy (CIP) 12/14/98, 12/29/98, 12/30/98; Haiti On Line, 12/30/98).
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